The diagnostic process in nursing consists of collecting information, interpreting such information, grouping data, surveying diagnostic hypotheses and identifying the nursing diagnosis. Decision making regarding a nursing diagnosis involves cognitive skills and interpersonal and professional attitudes. Critical thinking is presented as an essential skill in the nursing diagnostic process. It is defined as a deliberate judgment that results in the interpretation, analysis, evaluation, inference and the explanation of evidence. It is argued that we must persist in improving critical thinking in order to ensure a greater degree of accuracy with regard to nursing diagnoses. Is necessary to encourage further development of critical thinking within nursing, for nurses are able to diagnose, evaluate and intervene in clinical situations by making appropriate decisions. Therefore, we have developed this study in order to understand the critical thinking skills related to the diagnostic process in nursing.
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PROBLEM
The diagnostic process in nursing consists of collecting information, interpreting such information, grouping data, surveying diagnostic hypotheses and identifying the nursing diagnosis (1) . Decision making regarding a nursing diagnosis involves cognitive skills and interpersonal and professional attitudes (2) . Critical thinking is presented as an essential skill in the nursing diagnostic process. It is defined as a deliberate judgment that results in the interpretation, analysis, evaluation, inference and the explanation of evidence (3) . It is argued that we must persist in improving critical thinking in order to ensure a greater degree of accuracy with regard to nursing diagnoses (4) . Is necessary to encourage further development of critical thinking within nursing, for nurses are able to diagnose, evaluate and intervene in clinical situations by making appropriate decisions (5) . Therefore, we have developed this study in order to understand the critical thinking skills related to the diagnostic process in nursing. This has been done in order to suggest the use of strategies aimed at developing cognitive skills which will allow nurses to think critically.
OBJECTIVE
To propose a theoretical model of critical thinking within the nursing diagnostic process whose specific objectives are to identify the critical thinking skills which are part of this process; define these skills; relate them to the nursing diagnostic process and build a theoretical model of critical thinking associated with this process.
METHOD
This is a descriptive exploratory study using a qualitative approach which was undertaken at the Federal University of Paraíba campus at João Pessoa. Seven students were selected to participate in the study through the signing of a free and informed consent form. These students were attending the 9th semester of the nursing graduate (6) was undertaken and the content of these data were used to identify themes that were used to guide three focus group sessions (7) . These sessions were audio recorded and the conversations were transcribed to allow content analysis. The research project was evaluated by the Committee of Ethics in Research of the University Hospital
Lauro Wanderley and received a favorable opinion (CEP/HULW nº 211/10).
RESULTS
The critical thinking skills identified in the nursing diagnostic process were scientific and 
